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^^^lELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



*• Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2003/000220 



f | the international application as originally riled. 
\x\ the description, pages 1-4, 8-16 as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 5,6,7 received on 21 December 2004 with the letter of 21 December 2004 
fX| the claims, . pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 17-20 received on 21 December 2004 with the letter of 21 December 2004 
[Xj the drawings, pages 1/15-15/15 as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
. Q the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
.'!" pages , received on with the letter of 

.. which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item language m ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language * which is: 
[_] the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
Q the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

™<y™Ts3) 0f ^° tran3lati0n ****** for purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 

f: ' W * S52 t0 °* de and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

prelimir^ examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: . 
I I contained in the international application in written form. 
[~| filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I rurriished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in cornputer readable form. 

□ S^^r suhsc ^^y finished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mternauonal application as filed has been furnished. 

□ D^enS^hed^ *° inf ° rmation reCOrded ™ com P^er readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
\ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| ] the description, pages 
IZD ^claims, Nos. 
I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5 * P lote™^^ tf( !| 0me 2S °t T endmentS **** been **** since have been considered to 5 

- — I go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in, the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



...Wfos originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 701 7). 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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International application No. \ 
PCT7NZ2003/000220 J 


V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations * 
and explanations supporting such statement PF y ' clH "*°ns 


1. 


Statement 







Novelty (N) Claims 1-35 




... 


Claims 


NO ~ j 




Inventive step (IS) claims 1-35 


YES i 




Claims 


NO -1 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-35 


"VTTC 
X JirO 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 






Cited Prior Art Documents 






Dl: US 4880129 D2: WO 1993/012975 


i 




D3: WO 1999/021770 D4: WO 1997/003885 






D5: JP 64-009146 D6: WO 2Q02/01 8213 
NOVELTYfN) AND 1NVFNTTVE STF.P/TS): Claims 1-35 fYF.S) 






The invention of claim 1 relates to a container having at least one substantially transversely orientated pressure 
panel portion located m a lower portion, and the pressure panel portion being capable of folding from one J 
longitudinally inclined position to an inverted position to compensate for a change of pressure induced within the" i 
container. 




The closest prior art documents (Dl) and (D2) each disclose a hot-fill type container or bottle having a pressure "\ 
or vacuum panel portion in the base area which is capable of deflecting both inward and outward in order to 
provide adequate volumetric expansion and contraction (ie change of internal container pressures) of filled 
sealed containers. " ■ ' 




However, none of Ihe documents above disclose the pressure panel portion within the base portion including an 
initiator portion and a control portion wherein the initiator portion provides for folding before the control portion i 
Therefore it is considered that the present documents (Dl) to (D6) do not disclose or fairly suggest this 
arrangement and hence the invention of claim 1, and appended claims 2 to 35, is considered to be novel and 
involves an inventive step. _ 




Consequently the invention defined in claims 1 to 35 meets the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) of the "~ I 
fCT with regard to novelty and inventive step. 




INDUSTRIAL APPLICARTLITYYIAV Claims 1-35 (YVX\ 




k ' 


^j^** 011 defined ™ claims 1 to 35 meet s the requirements of industrial applicability under Article 33(4) of "s 
the PUT because the container can be made or used in industry. - ~ . 

_; s 
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